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Dear Secratary,

Valcom Business Canters of Abbevitle, Alabama is an aggrieved party in
the Administrator's Declsion on Appeal for funding request numbaer 956825
dated December 15, 2003 is requasting a waiver of the 60 day deadline
statad in the this ietter of appeal denial.

Pike County School Board requested funding for celluiar service
on FRN# 866825 and used an incorrect spin number on the application.
Valcom Business Centers has its own spin humber for internal connections
which iz 143305808. Vaicom is aiso & dealer / raselier for Southem Line
celiuiar services which has a separate spin number of 143000842.
The application shouk! have been completed using Spin number 143000842
with Southern Linc being the provider, as Vaicom was acting as the reselier
of the calluler sarvice. This was an honest mistake because Vaicom has submitted
other bids to Pike County for equipment and internal connections type tems
and used spin number 143005808 for those rfp’s. This particular bid was for telecommunications
services which we were low bidder and it is not clear if the applicant understood
which spin number to use in order to gef funded for telacommunications services.

We are seeking a waiver of the 60 day appeel deadiine stated in the denial letter so that this
clerical mistake can be correctad. Pike Caunty School Board purchased the cellular service
in good faith and used It for this funding yesr, and was not able to take advantage of e-rate
funding to help pay for a portion of the service because their apptication was denied
bacause of using the wrong spin number. | personally want to attempt to correct this error
and to assist in any way possible to heip Pike County School Board with this funding denial.

Sincarely,
* -«
%Q_g.-«a, WAL s

Glenn Williems No. of Copies rec'd ,&

Vice President List ABCDE
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Universal Service Administrative Compauy
Schools & Libraries Division
Administrator’s Decision on
Decernber 15, 2003 .
'.'1}-\.._5
Mark Bazzell, Ph.D. T
Pike County Schoo) District
101 W. Love Street
Troy, AL 36081-2613 3
Re:  Billod Entity Number: 128079 | . VBepsz™"
.. . . 471 ApplicstionNumber: 355046 : I
Funding Request Number(s): 956825
Your Correspondence Dated: May 21, 2003
After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libraries
Division (“SLD") of the Universal Service Administrative Company (CUSAC™) has made
its decision in regard to your appeal of SLD"s Year 2003 Funding Comnyitment Decigion
for the Application Number indicated above. This letter explains the basis of SLD’s
decigion. The date of this letter begins the 60-day time period for appealing this decision .
to the Federal Comnmumications Commission (“FCC"™). If your letter of appeal included
more than one Application Number, plesse note that for sach application for which an
appeal is submitted, a separate letter is sent. :
Funding Regnest Number: 956825
Decision on Appeal: Denied in full
Explanation:
.+ . . e« Inyour letter of appeal, you state that you were not informed that the SPIN you _
A TR e D b uiked was not aligibls for. Telecommumications. sexvices. You indicate that if yois -7 v 5 s

had boon notificd by SLD that the SPIN used was not a valid Telécommunications
SPIN, you would immedistely have requested a SPIN change. You have attached
2 SPIN change requesting that the provider be changed from Valcom Business
Centers to Southern Line, Inc.

* Upon review of this appeal, it has been confirmed that Valcom Business Centers,
SPIN: 143005808 reflected on Block 5 of application #355046, has bean deemed
to be an ineligible Telecarmmumications provider bocause they do not offer
Telecommunications sexvioes on 8 comumon oarrier basis. Program rules stipulate
that 1o be eligible to receive universal sexrvice support for Telecommunications
services, the provider mus? provide Telecommunications services on s common
carrier basia. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that all Forms are

Box 125 — Comrespondencs Unit, 80 South Jeffarson Road, Whigpany, New Jersey 07981
Viait us online at: AZptwww.alwverssiservice.ory
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submitted to SLD in a timely and correct manner.iYour appeal provides additional
corrected information that contradicts information originally submitted on the
Form 471 application. Corrections cannot be made to the information submitted
once an application has been committed unless there was an error on the part of

SLD. -

¢ Your Form 471 indicated that you selected an ineligibic telecommunications
provider: Valcom Business Centers. FCC reguiations provide that only
telecommumications carriers are eligible for universal service support. See 47
C.F.R. § 54.501(a). FCC regulations define telscommunications carriers as any
provider of telecommumnications services, and telecommunications services as “the
offering of telscommunications for a fee directly to the public, or to such classes
of users as to be effectivcly available directly to the public, regardiess of the
facilities used.” 47 C.FR. § 54.5(g), (). Because this mirrors the common law
definition of a “common carrier,” the FCC has determined that to be eligible to
receive universal service support, the provider must provide telecommunications
services ana common carrier basis. See Federal-State Joint Roard on Universal
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Report and Order 12 FCC Red 8776 (1997) at
134. Moreover, the service provider that you selected does not fall within the
FCC's permitted exception for non-telecommunications carriers. See § 54.517 et
$€4.

» SLD’s review of your application determined that the telecommunications
provider you selected is not eligible to receive universal service support it
does not provide tolccommumicstions servioes on & common carrier basis{ You
did not demonstrate in your sppeal that the telecommunications provider you
selected is an eligible provider. Consequently, SLD denies your lppelr\.

If you believe there is a basis for farther exaroination of your application, you may file an
sppeal with the Federal Caommunications Commission (FCC). You should refer to CC
Docket No, 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FOC. Your appes! must be
POSTMARKED within 60 days of the above date on this letter. Failure to meet this
requirement will result in automatic dismisssl of your appes]. If you are submitting your

... .appeslvia United States Postal Service, send to: FCC, Office of the Secretary, 445 12
“'Streef SW, Washingtén, DC 20554. Further information and opticns for filing an sppeal

directly with the FCC can be found in the "Appeals Procedure” posted in the Reference
Area of the SLD weh site or by contacting the Client Service Bureau. We strongly
recommend that you use cither the e-mail or fax filing options.

We thank you for your continued support, patience, and cooperation during the appeal
process. .

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Administrative Company

Box 125 — Corraspondance Unit, B0 South Jefferson Rosd, Whippany, New Jerscy 07981
Visit ua online at- MipoAwww. sl universaiservion. oy
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